PARLIAMENT AGAIN
in the City of £100,000, and vigorous execution of
the  Ship-money levy.   Then followed the words :
* Your Majesty having tried the affection of your
people, you are absolved and loose from all rule of
Government,  and  to  do  what Power will  admit.
Your Majesty having tried all ways, and being refused,
shall be acquitted before God and man*    And you
have an army in Ireland, that you may employ to
reduce this kingdom to obedience.9    Laud was alleged
in the notes to have supported this advice by saying :
c You have tried all ways,  and have always been
denied, it is now lawful to take it by force.5    Young
Vane, whose sympathies were strongly anti-royalist,
at once saw the importance of this unhappy paper,
and showed it to Pym, who insisted that it should be
put in as evidence against Strafford.    On being asked
what he had to say about it, Strafford replied that
testimony supported by the notes of only one man was
not valid in law, even in a matter of debt, much less
in a matter of life and death, that he flatly denied
having used the words imputed to him,  that the
project for an Irish invasion of England was a pure
invention, and that of the eight Privy Councillors
who had been present at the meeting reported in the
notes, one was dead, one, the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, could not give evidence. Vane's statement was
categorically denied by himself, and the remaining
four were prepared to swear that they never heard
him speak the words which were now being used for
his  destruction.    Strafford's  protest,  however,  was
of no   avail.     No   one   seriously   supposed    that
Vane's notes were merely a fabrication, and, more-
over, they did nothing but confirm other evidence
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